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1.
PURPOSE OF THIS
DOCUMENT

BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

Eskom intents to construct 66 kV powerlines between Hex and Hugo Substations in
the Western Cape. The proposed powerlines are located in the Cape Winelands

This Background Information
Document (BID) has been
structured to provide all
potential
Interested
and
Affected Parties (I&APs) with
a concise overview of the
proposed project activities as
well as the associated
Environmental Authorisation
Processes. Furthermore this
BID also intend to provide
I&APs
with
information
relating to the manner in
which I&APs can voice any
issues
concering
the
proposed
project.
The
compilation and distribution of
this BID form part of the Public
Participation Process for the
project.
When you complete and
return the registration form
included with the BID, you will
be included in the stakeholder
database and receive further
documents for review and
comment. Your comment will
ensure that all issues of
concern are incorporated. To
raise your concerns, please
complete
the
enclosed
registration sheet, write a
letter, call or e-mail the public
participation
office.
All
documents will be available
on
the
internet
at
www.zitholele.co.za/environm
ental, under heading “Hex
Group BA & WULA”.
For
enquiries,
please
contact:
PPP Manager
Zitholele Consulting (Pty) Ltd
Building 1, Maxwell Office
Park, Magwa Crescent West,
Waterfall City, Midrand, 1685
PO Box 6002, Halfway
House, 1685
Tel: 011 207 2060
Fax: 086 674 6121
E-mail: hex@zitholele.co.za

District Municipality Province. The proposed activity will entail construction of
powerline from the Hex Substation to the Sandhill Substation and a from Osplaas
Substation to the Hugo Substation. The existing 66kV powerline will be
decommissioned.

Figure 1: Location of the Hex to Hugo, Western Cape Province

2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA

The proposed powerlines will be constructed within the existing powerline servitude,
which runs from the Hex Substation to the Sandhill Substation and from the Osplass
Substation to the Hugo Substation. The Hex powerline is approximately 19 km and
the Hugo Powerline is approximately 28 km. The two powerlines fall within the
jurisdiction of the Cape Winelands District Municipality in the Western Cape Province.

3.

NEED AND DESIRABILITY

The existing power lines were built in 1940 and over the years population growth and
technology advancements have given a need to better the electricity infrastructures
and technologies to services the growing communities and cities. Therefore, Eskom
proposes to construct new 66 kV powerlines and decommissioning the existing
powerlines in the Cape Winelands region to meet the current electricity needs.

4.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
The proposed activity is underpinned by the legal provisions of the National Environmental Management Act, No
107 of 1998 (NEMA), as amended. These acts have specific regulations governing potential impacts on the receiving
environment and ambient air and include:
•

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations of 2014, as amended (GN R.326);

The listed activities that may be applicable to the project:
Listed

Activities

as

listed

in

the

National

Applicability to proposed project

Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998

Listing Notice 1, Activity 11: The development of

The construction of the proposed 66 kV powerlines from the hex

facilities or infrastructure for the transmission and

substation to Sandhill substation; and from the Osplaas substation

distribution of electricity-

to Hugo substation will require a basic assessment.

(i) outside urban areas or industrial complexes with a
capacity of more than 33 but less than 275 kilovolts;
Listing Notice 3, Activity 12: The clearance of an area

The proposed 66kV powerline route goes through areas listed as

of 300 square metres or more of indigenous vegetation

Threatened ecosystems in terms of the 2011 National list of

except where such clearance of indigenous vegetation is

threatened terrestrial ecosystems for South Africa, as well as areas

required

in

identified as Critical Biodiversity Areas in terms of the Western Cape

accordance with a maintenance management plan, I.

Biodiversity Spatial Plan 2017. More than 300m2 of indigenous

Western Cape, i. Within any critically endangered or

vegetation will be cleared during construction phase.

for maintenance purposes undertaken

endangered ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of the
NEMBA or prior to the publication of such a list, within an
area that has been identified as critically endangered in
the National Spatial Biodiversity Assessment 2004; ii.
Within critical biodiversity areas identified in bioregional
plans;
National Water Act (Act No.36 of 1998):
•

Section 21(c): impeding or diverting the flow of
water in a watercourse; and

•

The road crosses water courses; therefore, a water use license will
be required in terms of Section 21(a) and 21 (b) of the National
Water Act

Section 21(i): altering the bed, banks, course, or
characteristic of a watercourse.

General Authorisation in terms of section 39 of the NWA
for water uses as defined in section 21(c) or section 21(i):
construction activities within the 100m regulated area of a
watercourse and within the 500m regulated area of a
wetland.

The following processes must therefore be undertaken:

1. Basic Assessment process.
2. Water Use Licence Application (General Authorisation process)

5.

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

A Basic Assessment (BA) aims to provide an objective view of the potential environmental and social impacts that could
arise during the planning, construction, operation and decommissioning phase of a proposed project. A critical element

of the BA Process is the Public Participation Process that gives Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) an opportunity
to provide comments on a proposed development. The outcome of the BA Process is consicely presented and
documented in the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) in order to provide the Competent Authority with all ithe information
in order to maka an informed decision.
The BAR content aligns with the requirements of Appendix 1 of the EIA regulations, 2014 (as amended) (GN R.326)
and timeframes are strictly adhered to through careful management of process. Figure 2 provides a process flow
diagram indicating the key tasks to be carried out for the BA Process.

Submit application &
BAR to authorities /
I&APs for review

Confirm scope of work
and undertake initial
investigations

Impact Assessment for
preferred alternative
(Assess, rate, mitigate)

Authority and public
review and engagement
(30 days)

Pre-application meeting
with authorities

Comparative impact
assessment and
alternatives assessment

Submit Basic Assessment
Report and EMPr to
Authorities for
consideration

Undertake site screening
/ scoping and identify
alternatives

Specialist studies &
stakeholder engagement
(Project announcement)

Authority Decision

107 days

Compile Basic
Assessment Report and
EMPr

90 days

Determine application
for Env. Authorisation
process

6.
7.

Figure 2: Process Flow Diagram for the steps required in a Basic Assessment Process

A decision on the application for environmental authorisation through a BA process is usually reached within 107 days
of receipt of the BAR by the Competent Authority.

8.

Water use Licence Application

All Water Use License Application (WULA) processes will be undertaken in terms of the Regulations Regarding the
Procedural Requirements for Water Use Licence Applications and Appeals (GN R. 267 of 24 March 2017)
promulgated in terms of the NWA. In terms of these regulations all WULAs must be undertaken and submitted
through the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)’s online submission portal called Electronic Water Use
Licence Application and Authorisation System (e-WULAAS). In terms of this online submission system, a WULA is
submitted online in 3 distinct phases, refer to Figure 3.
The Water Use Licence or General Authorisation process can occur simultaneously and in conjunction with a Basic
Assessment Process therefore Zitholele ensures that the WULA Application Forms, Technical Report (if required)
and supporting documents are completed at the same time as the Environmental Impact Report. This streamlines
the public review process per project. The WULA/GA application must be concluded within 300 calendar days once
the pre-application enquire has been submitted and phase 1 has been opened by the DWS.
In terms of the WUL Regulations and associated section 21 (c) and (i) General Authorisation provisions, Eskom
Holdings SOC Limited is exempted from undertaking a full WULA process. A General Authorisation process to

licence section 21(c) and (i) water uses will therefore be compiled and submitted on the department’s online eWULAAS portal. In terms of the WUL Regulations, a decision on the GA application is expected within 30 calendar
days of submission to the DWS.
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with client to confirm
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Complete WULA
application forms
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If all information is
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Figure 3: Process Flow Diagram for the steps required in a Water Use License Application

9.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

As an important element in undertaking the BA for the proposed project, Zitholele Consulting will conduct the public
participation process as set out in the NEMA EIA regulations, 2014 (as amended). Applicable guidelines and best
practice procedures will furthermore be taken into consideration. The public participation process will enable
stakeholders to contribute to the process through information sharing and to review the findings of the independent
studies that are to be undertaken. The steps of the public participation component are outlined below.
In terms of the COVID-19 pandemic, new directions have been issued by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and
Environment (DFFE) to provide guidance on EIA and PPP processes in terms of the COVID restrictions. In terms of GN
No.650 (Directions regarding measures to address, prevent and combat the spread of Covid-19 relating to National
Environmental Management Permits and Licences), dated 29 April 2020; a Public Participation Plan must be compiled
and submitted to DFFE for approval prior to commencing with the PPP. This PP Plan must present the anticipated public
engagement process in light of the restrictions in force at the time as well as all safety measures and protocols observed.
Zitholele has compiled this PP Plan and submitted to DFFE for approval.
The Public Participation Process, as prescribed in the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, are described below in
Figure 4 :

Advertising - public notice
of the BA process in
national / provincial
newspaper

Place site notice boards at
the project sites being
investigated and at public
places at closest town

Notify affected and
adjacent landowners and
Interested and Affected
Parties (I&APs) of the
proposed application

Document stakeholder
comments in the
Comments and Responses
Report (CRR)

Finalise and submit the
BAR to DFFE

Notify stakeholders when
the desicion issued by the
DFFE.

Release the draft BAR for
public review (30 days)
Undertake Public and
Focus Group Meetings
during public review
period

Figure 4: Process Flow of the Public Participation Process

10.

AVAILABILITY OF APPLICATION DOCUMENTATION
The Basic Assessment Report will be placed at the public venue listed below. The Interested and Affected Parties
will be notified of the availability of the report and supporting documentation, as well as commencement of public
review via email and a newspaper advertisement:
•

Worcester Public Library - 51-53 Baring St, Worcester Central, Worcester, 6849

•

De Doorns Public Library - 7 Station Road, De Doorns, Western Cape, South Africa

•

Touws River Public Library - Corner Jane and Logan Streets Touws River, Western Cape, South Africa

•

Zitholele Consulting website (www.zitholele.co.za/environmental/) under heading “Hex Group BA & WULA”

•

Documents will also be available electronically at the following links:
o https://tinyurl.com/HexLink1
o https://tinyurl.com/HexLink2
o https://tinyurl.com/HexLink3

All stakeholders that wish to be part of the BA process and stay informed throughout the process are urged to register
as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) by 29 October 2021 by:
1. Submitting your contact details and interest in the project to the Public Participation Process (PPP) desk at the
contact details provided.
2. SMS the word “Hex” to 45776.
3. Register
online
by
completing
the
online
form
available
at
the
following
link:

https://forms.gle/GR6DwGQjH1mQdfp68.
•

Information pertaining to the Basic Assessment can be requested from the PPP desk on the details below:

•
Public Participation Process Manager
Zitholele Consulting (Pty) Ltd, P O Box 6002, Halfway House, 1685
Tel: (011) 207 2060, Fax: 086 674 6121, or Email: hex@zitholele.co.za
REGISTER ONLINE

11.

DECISION-MAKING (ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION)

Based on the information provided in the final BAR, the Competent Authority will make a decision to grant or refuse
environmental authorisation. The granting of environmental authorisation will allow the Applicant to proceed with
implementing the proposed project activities. Once the Competent Authority has reached a decision, with regards to
granting the environmental authorisation, all registered I&APs will be notified thereof within 14 days of the date of the
decision. An appeal may be lodged against the decision made in terms of the National Environmental Management

Act (107 of 1998) and National Appeal Regulations, 2014. I&APs will be notified of the decision made by the Competent
Authority by means of the following:
•

Via electronic mail;

•

Facsimile (to I&APs who do not have access to electronic mail); and

•

Registrered mail (to those I&APs who do not have access to electronic mail nor facsimile facilities).

The Basic Assessment Process will be concluded by the notification of I&APs of the decision made by the Competent
Authority.

12.

MAP OF PROJECT LOCATION

A locality Map of the proposed project can be found in Figure 4 below.

13.

BID COMMENT SHEET

A comment sheet associated with this project and Basic Assessment process is included at the end of this BID. Please
complete and return to the PPP desk by hand delivery to the offices of Zitholele Consulting, scan and email to the email
address provided, fax to fax noumber provided or by submitting your comments telephonically to the PPP desk via the
landline number specified in the left column on page 1 of this BID

Figure 5: Locality Map of the Proposed Project

