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(For official use only)
File Reference Number:
NEAS Reference Number:
Date Received:

DEA/EIA/

Application for authorisation in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107
of 1998), (the Act) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 (the Regulations)
PROJECT TITLE

Rehabilitation of Wetlands Identified in the Kusile Wetland Offset Plan
Indicate if the DRAFT report accompanies the application

Yes
No

Kindly note that:
1. This application form is current as of 1 April 2016. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ascertain
whether subsequent versions of the form have been published or produced by the competent
authority.
2. The application must be typed within the spaces provided in the form. The sizes of the spaces
provided are not necessarily indicative of the amount of information to be provided. Spaces are
provided in tabular format and will extend automatically when each space is filled with typing.
3. Where applicable black out the boxes that are not applicable in the form.
4. The use of the phrase “not applicable” in the form must be done with circumspection.
5. This application must be handed in at the offices of the National Department of Environmental Affairs
where the Minister is the competent authority in respect of the application.
6. No faxed or e-mailed applications will be accepted. An electronic copy (in the form of a CD) of the
signed application form must be submitted together with two hardcopies (one of which must contain
the original signatures).
7. Unless protected by law, all information filled in on this application form may become public
information on receipt by the competent authority.
8. Should a specialist report or report on a specialised process be submitted at any stage for any part
of this application, the terms of reference for such report and declaration of interest of the specialist
must also be submitted.
9. Proof of payment must accompany this application. The application will not be processed without
proof of payment unless one of the exclusions provided for the Fee Regulations (Fees for
consideration and processing of applications for environmental authorisations and amendments
thereto Government Notice No.141, published on 28 February 2014) is applicable AND such
information in section 1 of this application form has been confirmed by this Department.

Departmental Details
The application must be addressed to the Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental
Authorisations at:
Postal address:
Department of Environmental Affairs
Attention: Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Private Bag X447
Pretoria
0001
Physical address:
Department of Environmental Affairs
Attention: Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Environment House
473 Steve Biko Road
Arcadia
Pretoria
Queries must be addressed to the contact below:
E-mail: EIAAdmin@environment.gov.za
Please note that this form must be copied to the relevant provincial environmental
department/s.
View the Department’s website at http://www.environment.gov.za/ for the latest version of the
documents.

1.

PROOF OF PAYMENT

Applicants are required to tick the appropriate box below to indicate that either proof of payment is
attached or that, in the applicant’s view, an exclusion applies. Proof and a motivation for exclusions must
be attached to this application form in Appendix 1.
Proof of payment attached as Appendix 1
Exclusion applies
An applicant is excluded from paying fees if:
The activity is a community based project funded by a government grant; or
The applicant is an organ of state.
TYPE OF EXCLUSION

Tick where applicable.
Proper motivation must be
attached to the application

The activity is a community based project funded by a government
grant
The applicant is an organ of state

X

(The applicant is Eskom
Holdings SOC Ltd)

FEE AMOUNT

Fee

Application for an environmental authorisation for which basic assessment is
required in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations

R2 000

Application for an environmental authorisation, for which S&EIR is required in
terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations

R10 000

Department of Environmental Affairs’ details for the payment of application fees:

Payment Enquiries:
Tel: 012 399 9119
Email: eiafee@environment.gov.za
Banking details:
ABSA Bank
Branch code: 632005
Account number: 1044 2400 72
Current account
Reference number : Reference number to be provided in the specific format indicating centre point
coordinates of site in decimal degrees to 5 or 6 decimal places: latitude/longitude
eg. -33.918861/18.423300
Proof of payment must accompany the application form: Indicate reference number below.
Tax exemption status:
Status: Tax exempted
Reference number: ………………………………………………

2.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Please provide a detailed description of the project.

Background
In 2015, The Kusile Wetland Offset Strategy was developed in support of the water use
license application (WULA) for the proposed 60 year Ash Disposal Facility (ADF) for Kusile
Power Station in Mpumalanga, South Africa (Prime Africa 2015). The purpose of the strategy
was to quantify the size of the wetland offset required as a result of the loss of 225 ha of
wetlands directly related to the construction of the 60 Year ADF. Furthermore, the Strategy
identified possible wetland areas on both Eskom and privately-owned land which could be
utilised as a possible receiving area to achieve offset targets. The Strategy was in
accordance to the Wetland Offset Guidelines and calculator developed by SANBI and DWS
in 2014.
Prime Africa has since been appointed by Zitholele Consulting (Pty) Ltd on behalf of Eskom
Holdings (Pty) Ltd, for the purposes of compiling a Consolidated Wetland Offset Plan for the
Kusile Power Station 60 year ADF. A key purpose of the appointment was the design of
wetland rehabilitation interventions within the identified receiving areas as well as the
subsequent application for the requisite environmental authorisations (EA) for the
implementation of the rehabilitation interventions.
For implementation of the wetland rehabilitation, a Basic Assessment (BA) is required as per
the activities listed in Regulations 985 and 983 of 4 December 2014 of the National
Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), as amended in 2017.
This document represents the application form that is required to obtain the EA from the
Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA).
Approach
The structure of the BAR has taken on the Working for Wetlands (WfW) approach to the
development of the BAR. The approach prepares the BAR by identifying specific target
properties of which wetland rehabilitation is proposed to take place. The EA applied for, will
be inclusive of listed activities within these target properties. This effectively authorises a
specific set of interventions and any typical wetland rehabilitation activities required.
This approach has been taken in order to accommodate for the nature of temporal variation
of wetland systems.
The alternative approach would be to authorise site specific detailed activities. This would be
the typical approach to BAR development however if these activities are not implemented
within an appropriate time-frame they may become redundant. A redundancy of this nature
would require a single or multiple amendments of the existing environmental authorisation.
The understanding of potential temporal variations in the greater rehabilitation process has
allowed for the avoidance of multiple amendments and thus utilise the WfW approach to
BAR development.
This approach requires the development of two documents to be submitted to DEA at
various stages of the process. The first (BAR) being utilised to acquire the EA and the
second (WRP) being utilised to ensure that up to date data is employed to appropriately
implement rehabilitation. More specifically these include:

1) The BAR of which will be submitted to obtain the EA. The BAR will include all baseline
requirements of a typical BAR as per GNR 982 of 4 December 2014, as amended by
GNR 326 of 7 April 2017, however will omit the typical site specific requirements.
2) The Wetland Rehabilitation Plan (WRP) which will outline all site specific requirements
that was not included in the BAR. This document will be submitted to DEA prior to
implementation of the identified wetland interventions ensuring up to date
characteristics of the target areas are considered.
The WRP will be submitted by Eskom to DEA for approval prior to implementation.
A crucial consideration is that the WRP and BAR be read together during all phases of
implementation. Only when read together will they sufficiently achieve the requirements as
per GNR 982 of 4 December 2014, as amended by GNR 326 of 7 April 2017.
Project Activities
The objectives of the proposed activities include the following:
 The restoration of the hydrological integrity of impacted wetlands; and
 The promotion and restoration of natural wetland habitats
Two key approaches are to be utilised to achieve these objectives. These include a) the
construction of (Hard) interventions, b) the application of non-constructed (Soft) interventions
and the management of wetlands, buffers and, where possible, adjacent terrestrial areas.
Constructed (Hard) intervention types are proposed for the rehabilitation of the stream beds
where bed incisions and changes to the natural flow regime have occurred. These include
the following:
 In-stream drop-structures (to halt stream bed incision and to raise water levels);
 Stream diversion structures (to re-direct stream flow back to its natural course);
 Flow distribution systems (to spread the stream flow from a single bed channel to a
wider flow regime);
 Stream plugs, simple gabion plugs in minor streams or entry channels (to prevent
erosion of the side channel);
 Mac matte soil protection systems (to stabilise embankments); and
 Flow dispersion structure (to divert high flows onto flood plains).
The non-constructed (Soft) interventions and management approaches proposed to be part
of the overall rehabilitation and management of the target wetlands and terrestrial zones
include the following:
 Removal and control of alien invasive plant species
o This includes management approaches for both annual and perennial
species;
o Reduce abundance of alien species in wetlands and grasslands, improve
natural species composition and habitats and promote growth of grasses or
wetland plants in heavily invaded areas.
 Rehabilitation of anthropogenic scars, terraces, canals and agricultural disturbances
o Identified areas will be landscaped to match expected and surrounding
profiles.
 Management of past and present agricultural fields
o Current agricultural activities will be ceased within wetlands in order to
promote the establishment of secondary grassland. This will reduce favorable
conditions for alien weeds species, which in turn will reduce their abundance,
will promote infiltration of precipitation (important for seeps) with a concurrent
reduction in erodibility, and will retard the loss of topsoil. All artificial mounds









will be levelled and eroded areas rectified. Where fields are completely
denuded indigenous grass seed may be collected from surrounding areas
and spread onto the soil surface during the rainy season. Crops that may
arise from seed banks will be treated as alien species.
Removal of rubble and debris
o All rubble and debris removed offsite.
Removal of old / unnecessary fences
o The removal of all internal fences is so that grazers are not restricted to an
area other than the entire area.
Grazing regime management
o A reduction in grazing pressure in places and an increase in others, but not
complete removal.
Fire regime management
o Fire will be considered as a valuable option for management.
Land Management Philosophy
o Once interventions have been installed, both constructed and nonconstructed, the focal areas will be managed according a specific
management strategy that will outline appropriate management, monitoring
and review.

Project Location
Target land portions were identified in the Kusile Wetland Offset Strategy (Prime Africa
2015. The strategy was developed together with wetland specialists and ecologists towards
compliance. The wetland systems targeted for rehabilitation have been prioritised based on
the requirements to offset residual impacts of the 60 year ADF.
The project is, as a result, located in the same sub-quaternary catchment as the proposed
60 year ADF for Kusile Power Station. This catchment is in the region east of
Bronkhorstspruit along the border of Gauteng and Mpumalanga province in South Africa.
The region falls within the Olifants River Catchment (Primary Catchment B) but more
specifically within quaternary catchment B20F and is directly linked to the Wilge River (subquaternary B20F-01150), which flows north and forms a tributary of the larger Olifants River.
Two key tributaries of the Wilge River form the focal sites in this catchment are the
Klipfonteinspruit and the Holspruit, both of which extend past the north and southern extents
of the Kusile Power Station.
The region is found in a semi-arid zone with Mean Annual Rainfall (MAR) ranging between
600 and 800 mm per annum. The relatively moderate climate ranges with mean annual
minimum and maximum temperatures from 0°C-4°C and 27°C-29°C. Evaporation ranges
from 1600 to 2000 mm per annum (AGIS 2014).
The geologic formations characteristic of the study area comprise the sedimentary Ecca and
Dwyka groups. The Ecca Group consists mainly of shales and sandstones while the Dwyka
group consists of sedimentary tillite deposits. The area is also characterized by red and
yellow sandy soils of the Ba and Bb land types found on shales and sandstones of the
Madzaringwe Formation (Mucina and Rutherford, 2006).
The catchment falls within the Grassland Biome, Mesic Highveld Grassland Bioregion and
Eastern and Rand Highveld Grassland vegetation types. In addition, there are scattered

patches of Eastern Temperate Freshwater Wetlands associated with the larger pans of the
area. All vegetation types are listed as Vulnerable on a national scale.
The wetland vegetation group (WVG) characteristic in the area is Mesic Highveld Grassland
Group 4 (Nel et al. 2011). Most of the wetlands in the area (along the Wilge River and
associated tributaries in the study area) have been denoted as Freshwater Ecosystem
Priority Areas (Wetland FEPAs; Nel et al. 2011) or recognised as important wetland clusters.
These wetlands are important contributors to base flow maintenance of the perennial Wilge
River (SQ B20F-01150), as well as flood attenuation which protects the integrity of banks
along the downstream Wilge environment.
The latest land-cover data (DEA 2013-2014) shows that the predominant land use in the
region is agricultural cultivation and mining activities. Field investigations and satellite
imagery suggests the extent of cultivated land ranges in intensity of use from historically
cultivated land to currently cultivated. There are furthermore large tracts of improved and
unimproved grassland throughout the study region.
The wetlands in the area are generally moderately modified, denoted as a PES category of
C (WCS 2012) with a few HGMs that are largely modified (PES category of D). The
predominant cause of this deviation from the reference state is historical and current
agricultural activities, both within and adjacent to wetland delineated areas. The hillslope
seepage wetlands especially have been impacted by historical cultivation activities.
Furthermore, significant channel erosion and incision has occurred within some of the valley
bottom wetlands associated with the Holspruit and Klipfonteinspruit. Storm water runoff from
the Kusile Power Station has increased erosion and turbidity in many of these wetlands and
is encroaching many of the delineation boundaries. Poor grazing management such as
livestock over-grazing or under-grazing also occurs within many of the wetlands and buffer
zones. This has drastically altered floral species composition along many of the wetlands
and alien plant species, particularly annual weeds, are plentiful. The Wilge River itself has
been assessed as a category C river (DWS, 2014; applicable to the entire SQ of 44km
length) with agricultural encroachment, abstraction, damming and alien vegetation cited as
the main determinants.
Measures of ecological importance and sensitivity for wetlands in the area were taken from
the 2012/2013 study by WCS (2013) for all wetlands and tributaries associated with the
Wilge River and from the nation-wide PES-EI-ES study conducted by DWS including the
Wilge River itself (2014; SQ B20F-01150). With the exception of a few channelled valley
bottom wetlands that have an integrated ecological importance and sensitivity (EIS) of High,
the majority of the wetlands, not including the Wilge River itself, have an EIS of Moderate.
This was defined as “Wetlands that are considered to be ecologically important and sensitive
on a provincial or local scale. The biodiversity of these wetlands is not usually sensitive to
flow and habitat modifications. They play a small role in moderating the quantity and quality
of water of major rivers” (WCS, 2014). The Wilge River itself has been assigned a High
ecological importance and a Very High ecological sensitivity (DWS, 2014; applicable to the
entire SQ of 44km length), with an integrated EIS of High.

The main problems identified in these systems relate to altered hydrology, geomorphology
and vegetation with specific impacts including the following:






Hydrology
o Increased runoff from upstream resulting in flows tending to be increased with
greater energy for disruption, including erosive capacity and lack of retention.
Geomorphology
o Alterations to flow contribute to the deterioration of the geomorphic template,
which together with resultant effects of overgrazing and high trampling
pressures, has been altered to an incised, more confined channel with a
higher ability to dissipate flows and lower probabilities of flooding beyond the
channel.
o In places, direct intervention and disturbance has re-routed the main channel
and in so doing altering the hydrological, geomorphic and vegetative
characteristics of remaining wetlands. In addition, several farm dams have
completely altered geomorphological characteristics in such localised areas.
o Notable disturbances with seep wetlands includes canals and excavations
designed to more rapidly drain seepage areas and dissipate what should be
slow infiltrating and overland flows.
Vegetation
o Wetland vegetation has been notably altered in areas where alien plant
species have invaded (e.g. Poplars within the wetlands) and where
overgrazing and trampling have denuded areas to various degrees.
o Overgrazing has promoted the establishment of unpalatable and unwanted
plant species, thereby altering species composition, but has also increased
vulnerability to erosion and hence altered infiltration processes.
o Less notable alterations to vegetation include a shift in species composition
and abundance as channels incise and surrounding areas become drier. This
is especially notable along active channels of channelled valley bottom
wetlands, but is also discernible in some places within seep wetlands where
canals have been excavated to drain such areas.

To address these issues the following rehabilitation objectives have been identified:
 To address channel incision of main active channels as much as is practically
possible;
 To re-route channel diversions back to the original alignment/s;
 To promote dispersal and retention of flow in areas where this is beneficial to
wetlands;
 To remove perennial alien invasive plants species;
 To restore water retention and seepage functionality to hillslope seep wetlands;
 To promote grazing regimes that are beneficial to wetland condition;
 To protect wetlands from the upstream environment; and
 To address non-functional dams where these have failed and promote wetland
restoration in such vicinities.
The selection of project activities (described above) has been directly driven by the aim of
successfully achieving these objectives.

Does the project form part of any of the Strategic Infrastructure Projects (SIPs)
as described in the National Development Plan, 2011?

YES

NO

X

If YES, please indicate which SIPs are applicable in Appendix 2. You are also required to provide
confirmation of SIP applications from the relevant sector representative which must be attached in
Appendix 2
Is the project subject to the Integrated Resource Plan 2010 – 2030 (IRP) bidding
process?

YES

NO

X

Please indicate which sector the project falls under by crossing out the relevant block in the table below:
Table 1
Green economy + “Green” and energy-saving
industries
Infrastructure – electricity (generation,
transmission & distribution)
Oil and gas
Biofuels
Nuclear
Basic services (local government) – electricity
and electrification
Basic services (local government) – area
lighting
Infrastructure – transport (ports, rail and road)
Basic services (local government access
roads)
Basic services (local government) – public
transport
Infrastructure – water (bulk and reticulation)
Basic services (local government) – sanitation
Basic services (local government) – waste
management
Basic services (local government) water
Agricultural value chain + agro-processing
(linked to food security and food pricing
imperatives)
Infrastructure – information and
communication technology
Tourism + strengthening linkages between
cultural industries and tourism
Basic services (local government) – public
open spaces and recreational facilities

Greenfield transformation to urban or industrial form
(including mining)

X

Biodiversity or sensitive area related activities
Mining value chain
Potential of metal fabrication capital & transport
equipment – arising from large public investments
Boat building
Manufacturing – automotive products and
components, and medium and heavy commercial
vehicles
Manufacturing – plastics, pharmaceuticals and
chemicals
Manufacturing – clothing textiles, footwear and
leather
Forestry, paper, pulp and furniture
Business process servicing
Advanced materials
Aerospace
Basic services (local government) – education
Basic services (local government) – health
Basic services (local government) - housing
Basic services (local government) security of tenure
Other

Table 2
Does the listed activity/ies applied for form part of a larger project which is not a
YES
NO
listed activity itself e.g. a road that is a listed activity that is needed to access a
drilling site where the drilling does not constitute a listed activity.
If indicated yes above, please provide a brief description on how the activity/ies relate to the larger
project that forms part there of:

x

GENERAL INFORMATION
Applicant name:
Registration number (if
applicant
is
a
company):
Trading name (if any):
BBBEE status
Responsible
person
name (If the applicant is
a company):
Applicant/ Responsible
person ID number:
Responsible position,
e.g. Director, CEO,
etc.:
Physical address:
Postal address:
Postal code:
Telephone:
E-mail:

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd
2002/015527/06
Eskom
SOE, Level 1
Ms Deidre Herbst
2002/015527/06
Eskom Environmental Manager
Megawatt Park, Maxwell Drive, Sunninghill, Sandton, JHB, 2157
P.O. Box 1091, Johannesburg
2000
Cell:
083 660 1147
011 800 3501
Fax:
086 663 6092
herbstdl@eskom.co.za

Contact person:
Postal address:
Postal code:
Telephone:
E-mail:

Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental
Affairs (Mpumalanga)
Mr O.G. Xaba (Director: Gert Sibande District)
P.O. Box 9071, Ermelo
2350
Cell:
017 819 2076
Fax:
017 811 0774
goxaba@mpg.gov.za

Local municipality:
Contact person:
Postal address:
Postal code:
Telephone:
E-mail:

Emalahleni Local Municipality
Mr H.S. Mayisela
P.O. Box 3, Emalahleni
1035
Cell:
013 690 6911
Fax:
enquiries@emalahleni.gov.za

Provincial Authority:

013 690 6207

In instances where there is more than one local authority involved, please attach a list of those local
authorities with their contact details as Appendix 3.
Landowner:
Contact person:
Postal address:
Postal code:
Telephone:
E-mail:

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd
Ms Patience Selepe
P.O. Box 1091, Johannesburg
2000
Cell:
011 800 6172
Fax:
selepemp@eskom.co.za

082 805 7371

In instances where there is more than one landowner, please attach a list of those landowners with their
contact details as Appendix 4. Unless the application is in respect of linear activities or strategic
integrated projects as contemplated in the Infrastructure Development Act, 2014, written consent of
landownder/s must be submitted in Appendix 4.
Identified Competent
Authority to consider
the application:

Department of Environmental Affairs

Reason(s) in terms of
S24C of NEMA 1998:
3.

SOE

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER (EAP) INFORMATION

EAP company name:
B-BBEE
Professional
affiliation/registration:
Contact person:
Company:
Physical address:
Postal address:
Postal code:
Telephone:
E-mail:

Prime Africa Consultants
Contribution
level 4
(indicate 1 to 8 or noncompliant)
SACNASP Pr.Sci.Nat 118063/17

Percentage
Procurement
recognition

Joseph Mulders
Prime Africa Consultants
53 Woodpecker Avenue, Newlands, Pretoria
P.O. Box 432, Garsfontein
0042
Cell:
012 348 0317
Fax:
j.mulders22@gmail.com

072 754 2603

The appointed EAP must meet the requirements of Regulation 13 of GN R.982, dated December 2014.
The declaration of independence of the EAP and undertaking under oath or affirmation that all the
information submitted or to be submitted for the purposes of the application is true and correct must be
submitted as Appendix 9.
4.

SITE DESCRIPTION

Provide a detailed description of the site involved in the application.
Province
District Municipality
Local Municipality
Ward number(s)
Nearest town(s)
Farm name(s) and
number(s)
Portion number(s)

Mpumalanga

Nkangala District Municipality
Victor Khanye Local Municipality
3
Bronkhorstspruit

Klipfontein 566;
Hartbeestfontein 537; and
Dwaalfontein 565.
566- 3;
537- Re 1, 2, 5, 4, 6 and 7;
565- 1 and 2

Surveyor General 21 digit code
(If there are more than 4, please attach a list with the rest of the codes as Appendix 5. Where the 21 digit
SGID and farm name are not available, the coordinates of the boundary of the property or properties must
be provided in Appendix 5.
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 7 0 0 0 0 0
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 7 0 0 0 0 2
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 7 0 0 0 0 4
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 7 0 0 0 0 5
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 7 0 0 0 0 6
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 7 0 0 0 0 7
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 6 5 0 0 0 0 1
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 6 5 0 0 0 0 2
T 0 J R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 6 6 0 0 0 0 3
1
2
3
4
5

Are there any other applications for Environmental Authorisation on the same
property?

YES

NO

X

If YES, please indicate the following:
Competent Authority
Reference Number
Project Name
Please provide details of the steps taken to ascertain this information:

5.

ACTIVITIES TO BE AUTHORISED

For an application for authorisation that involves more than one listed activity that, together, make up
one development proposal, all the listed activities pertaining to this application must be indicated.
Detailed description of listed activities associated with the project
Listed activity as described in GN R 983, 984
and 985 [as amended in 2017 GNR (Listing
Notice 1) 327 and (Listing Notice 3) 324]
GNR 327 (Listing Notice 1), item 12. The
development of— (i) dams or weirs, where
the dam or weir, including infrastructure and
water surface area, exceeds 100 square
metres; or (ii) infrastructure or structures with
a physical footprint of 100 square metres or
more. Exclusions for this listed activity is not
applicable.

GNR 327 (Listing Notice 1), item 19. The
infilling or depositing of any material of more
than 10 cubic metres into, or the dredging,
excavation, removal or moving of soil, sand,
shells, shell grit, pebbles or rock of more than
10 cubic metres from a watercourse.
Exclusions for this listed activity is not
applicable.

Description of project activity that triggers listed
activity
Changes will be made to drainage lines or eroding
water channels if the wetland systems are to be
returned to their original statuses. The following may
be necessary:
1. The construction of concrete or gabion
weirs within watercourses (wetlands); and
2. The formalisation of stream crossings to
ensure that the integrity of wetland systems
downstream and upstream of the crossings
are protected from further degradation.
Combined area of engineering structures for wetland
rehabilitation measures is expected to be >100m2.
The following measures will be implemented to
stabilise the banks, in orders for the wetland systems
to be returned to their original statuses:
1. The construction of earth berms to correct
water flow paths in artificial drainage lines,
diverted stream channels or watercourses;
and
2. The removal or addition of material to
stabilise stream banks.

Excavation into channels is estimated to not exceed
500 m2 Depositing of materials into the water course.
GNR 327 (Listing Notice 1), Item 30. Any The study area contains threatened ecosystems
process or activity identified in terms of listed in Biodiversity Act (Act 10 of 2004), some of
section 53(1) of the National Environmental which are classified as vulnerable.
Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No.
10 of 2004).
All vegetation types identified are listed as
Vulnerable on a national scale.
GNR 327 (Listing Notice 1) Item 34. The
expansion (or changes to) of existing
facilities or infrastructure for any process or

During the construction phase, some existing
rehabilitation infrastructure will be expanded when
necessary.

activity where such expansion (or changes)
will result in the need for a permit or licence
or an amended permit or licence in terms of
national or provincial legislation governing
the release of emissions, effluent or
pollution.
Exclusions for this listed activity is not
applicable.
GNR 327 (Listing Notice 1), Item 48. The
expansion of- (i) dams or weirs, including
infrastructure and surface area, is expanded
by 100 square metres or more in size; or (ii)
infrastructure or structures with a physical
footprint of 100 square metres or more.
where such expansion (or expansion and
related operation) occurs—
(a) within a watercourse;
(b) in front of a development setback; or
(c) if no development setback exists, within
32 metres of a watercourse, measured from
the edge of a watercourse
Exclusions for this listed activity is not
applicable.

During the construction phase, some existing
rehabilitation infrastructure will be expanded when
necessary.

GNR 324 (Listing Notice 3), item 12. The
clearance of an area of 300 square metres or
more of indigenous vegetation. (exclusion
not applicable).

To achieve the objectives of wetland rehabilitation,
the cumulative clearance of more than 300m2 of
wetland vegetation may be necessary to construct a
number of interventions throughout the wetland
system.

Mpumalanga
 Within any critically endangered or
endangered ecosystem listed in
terms of section 52 of the NEMBA or
prior to the publication of such a list,
within an area that has been
identified as critically endangered in
the National Spatial Biodiversity
Assessment 2004; and
 Within critical biodiversity areas
identified in bioregional plans.
GNR 324 (Listing Notice 3), item 14. The
development of-(i) dams and weirs, where
the infrastructure and water surface area
exceed 10 square metres;(ii) infrastructure or
structures with a physical footprint of 10
square metres or more; where such
development occurs (a) within a
watercourse; or (c) if no development
setback has been adopted, within 32 metres
of a watercourse, measured from the edge of
a watercourse. Exclusions for this listed
activity is not applicable.
Mpumalanga
• Sensitive areas as identified in an
environmental management

The study area contains threatened ecosystems
listed in Biodiversity Act (Act 10 of 2004), or Critical
Biodiversity Areas (CBAs).
Removal of indigenous vegetation is estimated to not
exceed 500 m2.

The following comprise the rehabilitation objectives
for wetlands:
1) To address channel incision of the main
active channel as much as is practically
possible.
2) To re-route channel diversions back to the
original alignment/s.
3) To promote dispersal and retention of flow in
areas where this is beneficial to wetlands.
Combined area of vegetation clearance is
expected to be >10m2 and the study area contains
threatened ecosystems listed in Biodiversity Act (Act
10 of 2004), or Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs).

framework as contemplated in
chapter 5 of the Act and as adopted
by the competent Authority; and
• Critical biodiversity areas or
ecosystem service areas as
identified in Systematic biodiversity
plans adopted by the competent
authority or in bioregional plans.
GNR 324 (Listing Notice 3), item 23. The
expansion of: dams or weirs, where the
infrastructure and water surface area are
expanded by 10 square metres;
infrastructure or structures with a physical
footprint expanded by 10 square metres or
more: a) where such development occurs
within a watercourse; b) if no development
setback has been adopted, within 32 metres
of a watercourse, measured from the edge of
a watercourse. Exclusions for this listed
activity is not applicable.

Total area re-flooded (upstream of weirs) is
estimated not to exceed 5000 m2.

During the construction phase, some existing
rehabilitation infrastructure will be expanded when
necessary.
Combined area of vegetation clearance is
expected to be >10m2 and the study area contains
threatened ecosystems listed in Biodiversity Act (Act
10 of 2004), or Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBAs).

In Mpumalanga:
• Sites identified as Critical
Biodiversity Areas (CBAs) and
Ecological Support Areas (ESAs) in
the Gauteng Conservation Plan or
in bioregional plans
• Sites identified within threatened
ecosystems listed in terms of the
National Environmental
Management Act: Biodiversity Act
(Act 10 of 2004); and
• Sensitive areas identified in an
environmental management
framework adopted by relevant
environmental authority
Please note that any authorisation that may result from this application will only cover activities
specifically applied for. Co-ordinate points indicating the location of each listed activity must be provided
with the relevant report (i.e. either BAR or EIR).
Please provide a project map indicating any sensitive areas (e.g. critical biodiversity area, World
Heritage Site, etc.) overlaid by the study area in Appendix 6.
A project schedule, indicating the different phases and timelines of the project, must be attached as
Appendix 7.
3.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Provide details of the public participation process proposed for the application as required by Regulation
41(2) of GN R .982, dated December 2014.

The objectives of public participation in an EA process is to provide I&APs’ access to
sufficient information in an objective manner so as to:
 Ensure transparency throughout the process and to promote informed decision
making;






Assist I&APs to identify issues of concern, and providing suggestions for enhanced
benefits and alternatives;
Contribute their local knowledge and experience;
Verify that their issues have been considered and to help define the scope of the
technical studies to be undertaken during the Impact Assessment;
Comment on the findings of the Basic Assessment, including the measures that have
been proposed to enhance positive impacts and reduce or avoid negative ones.

The identification of key stakeholders was done in collaboration with Eskom and the wetland
offset specialist.Stakeholders from environmental and conservation agencies as well as
other government organisations that was on the existing database for previous projects in
the area were also informed of the Basic Assessment process and requested to register as
an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) in order to be added to the stakeholder database for
this Basic Assessment Process.
The opportunity to participate in the Basic Assessment process was announced between 22
and 24 November 2017 through the following means:
 Email and SMS notifications were sent to potentially affected stakeholders as
identified in the section above.
 BIDs including a Comment Sheet were placed in public places (listed in the BAR) and
were distributed to any stakeholders identified during the site visit to the proposed
area.
Site notices advertising the proposed project and eminent Basic Assessment process was
placed at 8 strategic positions around the study area to notify potential I&APs.
 Stakeholders were also invited to visit the Zitholele Consulting website where the BID
is available at www.zitholele.co.za/environmental, under heading “Kusile WOP and
PPP”, for download and perusal.
 An Advertisement was placed in The Citizen newspaper in English only on 22
November 2017 to call for registration of I&APs for the proposed project.
Comment from I&APs received to date relate to the following:
 Requests to receive a copy of the BAR, once completed, per CD or hard copy
 Requests to update stakeholder information and contact details
 Request to attend the planned public or key focus group meeting for the Basic
Assessment process
 Query whether comments provided previously on the Kusile wetland offset strategy
by Topigs SA has been incorporated in the Basic Assessment process
 Query relating to the wetland offset strategy
 Request to obtain any EAs or WULs that may have been issued relating to the wetland
offset strategy; and
 Request for clarification on the context of the “approval” referred to in the BID
These comments and responses have been captured in the Comments and Responses
Report provided in the BAR.
The Basic Assessment Report was placed in the public venues in Table 3-1 for public review
on 15 December 2017.

Table 3-1: Public venues and website where BAR were placed for stakeholder review
PUBLIC VENUE
ADDRESS
Victor Khanye Local Municipality
Cnr Samuel & Van der Walt Streets,
Reception
Delmas
Delmas Public Library
Cnr Sarel Cilliers & Van Riebeeck Street
Phola Public Library
2427 Qwabe Street, Phola Location
Ogies Public Library
61 Main Street, Ogies
WEBSITE
WEB ADDRESS
www.zitholele.co.za/environmental,
Zitholele Consulting website
under heading “Kusile WOP and PPP”
The BAR is therefore available to the all stakeholders from 15 December 2017 to 7
February, with the official PPP review period running from Monday, 8 January 2018 to
Wednesday, 7 February 2018 to account for the required 30 calendar day review period as
per the EIA regulations 2014, as amended.
It is anticipated that a Public Meeting and Focus Group Meeting will be undertaken for the
Basic Assessment process toward to end of January 2018. All registered I&APs will be
invited to the Public Meeting, while the identified stakeholders will be invited to attend the
proposed Focus Group Meeting.
The date and venue of the Public and Focus Group Meetings will be communicated to all
registered I&APs in the second week of January 2018 once a date has been determined by
the Environmental Assessment Practitioner and venue has been secured.
The EAP will finalise BAR at conclusion of the official 30 day public review period and Public
and Focus Group Meetings, based on the issues and comments provided by IA&Ps. Once
finalised, the BAR will be submitted to the DEA for review and decision.
All registered I&APs will be notified of the submission of the BAR to the DEA via email
notification, fax notification in the event that no email address has been provided, or
registered letter in the event no email address or fax number has been provided by the
I&AP.
As an additional measure, although not stipulated or required in terms of the EIA regulations
of 2014, as amended, the final BAR will be made available on the Zitholele Consulting
website for perusal subsequent to submission of the final BAR to the DEA for review and
decision.
4.

OTHER AUTHORISATIONS REQUIRED

LEGISLATION
SEMAs
National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act
National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act
National Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal
Management Act
National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act
National Environmental Management: Waste Act
National legislation

AUTHORISATION
REQUIRED

APPLICATION
SUBMITTED

YES
YES
YES

NO
NO
NO

YES
YES
YES

NO
NO
NO

YES
YES

NO
NO

YES
YES

NO
NO

Mineral Petroleum Development Resources Act
National Water Act
National Heritage Resources Act
Others: Please specify

YES

X

YES
YES
YES

NO
NO

YES
YES

NO
NO

YES
YES

NO
NO
NO
NO

X

If authorisation is necessary in terms of the National Environmental Management: Waste Act, please
contact the Department for guidance on the Integrated Permitting System.
Note that in terms of sections 7B and 7C of the National Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal
Management Act, 2008 (Act No. 24 of 2008) ICMA, a pre-approval for a reclamation application in terms
of the ICMA should first be issued by the Minister prior to the submission of a NEMA Chapter 5 EA
application to the NEMA competent authority (CA).
5.

LIST OF APPENDICES
SUBMITTED

Appendix 1

Proof of Payment

YES

Appendix 2

Strategic Infrastructure Projects

YES

Appendix 3

List of Local Municipalities (with contact details)

YES

Appendix 4
Appendix 5

List of land owners (with contact details) and written consent
of land owners.
List of SGIDs

Appendix 6

Project map

Appendix 7

Project schedule

Appendix 8

Declaration of Applicant

Appendix 9

Declaration of EAP and undertaking under oath or
affirmation

YES
YES

X
YESX
YESX
YESX
YES

X
N/AX
N/AX
NOX
N/AX
NO

NO
N/A
NO
NO

APPENDIX 1
PROOF OF PAYMENT/ MOTIVATION FOR EXCLUSION
Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd, is a South African organ of state and is thus exempt from the application fee
for Environmental Applications

APPENDIX 2
STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
The project does not form part of any of the Strategic Infrastructure Projects (SIPs) as described in the
National Development Plan, 2011.

APPENDIX 3 (IF APPLICABLE)
LIST OF LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES
N/A

APPENDIX 4
LIST OF LAND OWNERS
WRITTEN CONSENT OF LAND OWNERS

The applicant, Eskom, Holdings SOC Ltd, is the land owner and thus written consent is not
required.

APPENDIX 5 (IF APPLICABLE)
LIST OF SGIDS / COORDINATES OF THE BOUNDARY OF THE PROPERTY OR PROPERTIES
(WHERE SGID AND FARM NAME ARE NOT AVAILABLE)
The 21 Digit SGID and farm names are provided above.

APPENDIX 6
PROJECT MAP

APPENDIX 7
PROJECT SCHEDULE

Construction must be as far as possible restricted to the dry season and is estimated to require
5 seasons to complete. The timeline for construction is thus 5 years with operational phase
lasting the lifespan of the Kusile Power Station. The WRP (as approved by DEA) will represent
the technical document for the implementation of proposed activities. The WRP will be valid for
one year, after which if construction has not commenced, the WRP must be updated and
resubmitted to DEA for approval. During construction phase the site specific EMPr (included in
the WRP) must be reviewed and updated every year. During operational phase it must be
reviewed and updated every 5 years.
The following table indicates an estimate of timelines for the proposed rehabilitation:
Phase

Activities

Commence

Planning/ Design
Phase

Investigation of study
area and preparation of
requirements
Pre-construction
planning, collection of
baseline data

Upon contract
signature

Pre-construction
Phase
Construction Phase

Operational Phase

Closure Phase

The installation of
proposed rehabilitation
activities and site
rehabilitation
The management,
monitoring,
maintenance, reporting
and evaluation of
objectives.
The finalisation of
activities

Estimated
Time Period
1 year

Once EA has been
approved and WRP
has been reviewed by
DEA
The initiation of
construction

6 months

After all construction
activities have been
completed and the site
has been rehabilitated

Less than 60
years (The
lifespan of the
Kusile Power
Station)
1 year

Once the obligation by
the proponent for
continuous
management and
evaluation is complete

5 years

APPENDIX 9
9.1 DECLARATION OF THE EAP

DETAILS OF EAP AND DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Application for integrated environmental authorisation in terms of theNational Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as
amended and the amended Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations,
2017.
PROJECT TITLE
Rehabilitation of Wetlands Identified in the Kusile Wetland Offset Plan
Environmental
Assessment
Practitioner (EAP)

Joseph Mulders

Contact Person
Postal Address
Postal Code
Telephone
Email
Professional
affiliation (s) (if any)

Joseph Mulders
P.O Box 432, Garsfontein
Cell:
0042
072 754 2603
Fax:
012 348 0317
J.mulders@primeafrica.net
SACNASP (Professional Natural Scientist) No: 118063/17

The Environmental Assessment Practitioner
I, Joseph Mulders, declare that:
General declaration:











I act as the independent environmental practitioner in this application;
I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner,
even if this results in views and findings that are not favourable to the
applicant;
I declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity
in performing such work;
I have expertise in conducting environmental impact assessments, including
knowledge of the Act, regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to
the proposed activity;
I will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation;
I will take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in
regulation 8 of the Regulations when preparing the application and any
report relating to the application;
I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the
activity;

