
1. BACKGROUND
Ectheca Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd is subcontracted by Zitholele Consulting
who are contracted by the Kouga Local Municipality to conduct an application for
environmental authorisation for the proposed housing development on Erf 1/55,
Patensie, Kouga Local Municipality.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT
Kouga Local Municipality proposes to develop approximately 12ha of portion 1 of the
Farm Stuurmanskop No. 55 for the following land uses; Residential, Business,
Community, Open Space and other associated infrastructure and services.
The development will include associated infrastructure and services, namely roads (5
to 12 meters wide), domestic water, effluent management, electricity and storm water
management. The Scope of works highlighted below, as extracted from the request
for proposal for the project proposed, is to conduct a Basic Assessment Process to
completion for the following:
 Developing a 12ha site into a residential area;
 Developed land would have residential areas, business centres, open space
for play areas and sporting facilities.

A brief site visit shows that the thicket vegetation is largely intact with patches of
disturbance due to grazing livestock (mostly cattle). There are two drainage lines on
either side of the proposed development site. An engineering challenge would be the
steepness of the site.

3. LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
The proposed activities that are associated with the Patensie Housing Development Project trigger activities which are listed in the
NEMA EIA Regulations (2014) Listing Notice 1. Accordingly, a Basic Assessment (BA) Process, as defined in the NEMA EIA
Regulations (2014), Regulations 19- 20 will be carried out.The Basic Assessment Process is required to identify and anticipate the
nature and extent of the consequences of the proposed project activities on the receiving environment. It is generally thought that the
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Figure 1: Area earmarked for proposed project



impacts associated with activities which trigger a BA Process as opposed to a full Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting
Process are generally known and can be easily managed.

The Basic Assessment Process is intended to provide the Competent Authority, the Department of Economic Development,
Environmental Affairs & Tourism (DEDEAT) for this Environmental Authorisation (EA) application, with sufficient information to make
an informed decision with regards to granting or refusing an EA. The identified Listed Activities in relation to the applicability thereof
on the project activities is provided in Table 1.

Table 1: Listed activities that will be applicable to the project
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF LISTED ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROJECT

Listed activity as described in GN R.983, 984 and 985 Description of project activity that triggers listed activity – if
activities in GN R. 985 are triggered, indicate the triggering

criteria as described in the second column of GN R. 985
GN R.983 (Listing Notice 1) Activity 27: The clearance of an area of
1 hectare or more, but less than 20 hectares of indigenous
vegetation, except where such clearance of indigenous vegetation is
required for -

The area proposed for clearing is larger than 1 hectare, approximately
12 hectares and the proposed development will in all likelihood require
the clearing of more than 1 hectare of indigenous vegetation.
Therefore, this listed activity requires Basic Assessment and
environmental authorisation prior to the commencement of any
activities on the site.

GN R.983 (Listing Notice 1) Activity 12: Development of (iii) bridge,
(vi) bulk storm water outlet, (x) buildings exceeding 100m2 in size,
or (xii) infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 100m2
or more (a) within a watercourse.

The proposed project may require construction of a bridge, bulk storm
water infrastructure or structure near to within a watercourse, and
related impacts from the construction of the new tarred road in close
proximity to the rivers.

GN R.983 (Listing Notice 1) Activity 28 - Residential, mixed, retail,
commercial, industrial or institutional developments where such land
was used for agriculture or afforestation on or after 01 April 1998 and
where such (i) will occur inside an urban area, where the total land
to be developed is bigger than 5 ha, or (ii) will occur outside an urban
area, where the total land to be developed is bigger than 1 ha,
excluding where such land has already been developed for
residential, mixed, retail, commercial, industrial or institutional
purposes.

The proposed project may require construction of a bridge, bulk storm
water infrastructure or structure near to within a watercourse, and
related impacts from the construction of the new tarred road in close
proximity to the rivers.

GN R.985 (Listing Notice 3) Activity 14 (c) Dependant on proximity to the watercourses as well as to national
parks, world heritage sites, urban edge, critical biodiversity areas etc.

GN R.985 (Listing Notice 3) Activity 12: The clearance of an area of
300 square metres or more of indigenous vegetation except where
such clearance of indigenous vegetation is required for maintenance
purposes undertaken in accordance with a maintenance
management plan.

The site may be located:
i) Within any critically endangered or endangered ecosystem

listed in terms of section 52 of the NEMBA or prior to the
publication of such a list, within an area that has been identified
as critically endangered in the National Spatial Biodiversity
Assessment 2004;

ii) Within critical biodiversity areas identified in bioregional plans;

iii) Within the littoral active zone or 100 metres from high water
mark of the sea or an estuarine functional zone, whichever
distance is the greater, excluding where such removal will occur
behind the development setback line on erven in urban areas;
or

iv) On land, where at the time of the coming into effect of this Notice
or thereafter such land was zoned open space, conservation or
had an equivalent zoning.

4. BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS
The overarching objective of the BA Process is to identify, assess and evaluate the consequences (positive and negative) of a
proposed project on the receiving environment. This Basic Assessment study will commence with an application to the Eastern Cape
Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT) for Environmental Authorisation for the
proposed project.

A critical element of the BA Process is the Public Participation Process that gives Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) an
opportunity to provide comments on a proposed development. The outcome of the Basic Assessment Process will be documented
in the BAR. The BAR will also include the following:

 Identify the potential impacts of the proposed development;
 Record the issues, concerns and suggestions raised by I&APs; and
 Outline the measures to be taken to avoid or reduce negative impacts and enhance positive impacts.



a) Basic Assessment and Investigation Phase

During the Basic Assessment Phase, the identified specialist studies will be carried out to inform the BA Process. The following
specialist studies have been commissioned to inform the BA Process:

 Archaeology Study;
 Paleontology Study;
 Ecology (Biodiversity) Study;
 Wetland Delineation & Impact Study; and
 Traffic Impact Study.

The findings of the specialist studies, together with the outcome of the Public Participation Process will be incorporated into the Basic
Assessment Report (BAR). The BAR will be available for public comment before the document is finalised and submitted to the
Eastern Cape DEDEAT, for review and decision-making.

The BAR, which will provide a detailed account of the BA process and proposed project activities, will be placed in public venues
for public review for a period of 30 days. All I&APs will be notified of the availability of the BAR. Comments on the proposed project
and BAR that are received from I&APs, during the commenting period, will be responded to and recorded in the final BAR. The final
BAR will thereafter be submitted to the DEA for review and decision making.

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS
As an important element in undertaking the BA for the proposed project, Zitholele Consulting will also conduct the public participation
as set out in Regulation 54 of the EIA regulations, 2014. This component will enable stakeholders to contribute to the process through
information sharing and to review the findings of the independent studies that are to be undertaken. The steps of the public
participation component are outlined below. The following activities will be implemented to achieve the aforementioned objectives:

Figure 3: Process Flow of the Public Participation Process

6. DECISION-MAKING (ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION)
Based on the information provided in the final Basic Assessment Report, the Eastern Cape DEDEAT will make a decision regarding
the granting of Environmental Authorisation (EA). The granting of EA will allow the Applicant to proceed with implementing the
proposed project activities. Once the Competent Authority has reached a decision, with regards to granting EA, all registered I&APs
will be notified thereof within 14 days of the date of the decision. An appeal may be lodged against the decision made by the
Competent Authority in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (107 of 1998) and National Appeal Regulations, 2014.
I&APs will be notified of the decision made by the Competent Authority by means of the following:

 Electronic mail;
 Facsimile (to I&APs who do not have access to electronic mail); and
 Registrered mail (to those I&APs who do not have access to electronic mail nor facsimile facilities).

The BA Process will be concluded by the notification of I&APs of the decision made by the Competent Authority.

7. Map of Project Location
A locality map of the proposed project can be found in Figure 2 overleaf.
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Figure 2: Locality Map



BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS FOR

THE PROPOSED PATENSIE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT, KOUGA LM, EASTERN

CAPE

COMMENT SHEET FOR THE BASIC ASSESSMENT
REPORT

Available for public review from
Monday, 19 September 2016 to Thursday, 20 October 2016

EIA Public Participation Office
Shandré Laven

Zitholele Consulting (Pty) Ltd
P O Box 6002, Halfway House, 1685

Tel: (011) 207 2060
Fax: 086-676-9950

Email: patensiehousing@zitholele.co.za

Please complete by Thursday, 20 October 2016 and return to the EIA Public Participation Office (as above)

TITLE FIRST NAME

INITIALS SURNAME

ORGANISATION
(Please do not use
any acronyms)

ADDRESS POSTAL
CODE

TELEPHONE NO

FAX NO

CELL PHONE NO

E-MAIL ADDRESS

SIGNATURE

DATE

REGISTRATION TO RECEIVE AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT

BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT
I would like to receive an electronic copy of the Basic Assessment Report (please circle the appropriate block)

CD by mail YES NO

1. Have your questions, concerns, issues and suggestions been captured? If not, please indicate below.

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2. Of the issues already covered, do you wish to add additional aspects that have not yet been mentioned?

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

3. Please tell us, did you find the Basic Assessment Report useful? Please indicate below.

YES, USEFUL

NEED
IMPROVEMENT

NO, NOT USEFUL

4. Any other comments you may have:

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION (Page 1 of 2)

Please tell us why:

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................
……………………………………………………………………………………………

….



BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS FOR

THE PROPOSED PATENSIE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT, KOUGA LM, EASTERN

CAPE

REGISTRATION SHEET FOR A PUBLIC MEETING

September / October 2016

EIA Public Participation Office
Shandré Laven

Zitholele Consulting (Pty) Ltd
P O Box 6002, Halfway House, 1685

Tel: (011) 207 2060
Fax: 086-676-9950

Email: patensiehousing@zitholele.co.za

TITLE FIRST NAME

INITIALS SURNAME

ORGANISATION
(Please do not use any acronyms)

ADDRESS
POSTAL CODE

TELEPHONE NO

FAX NO

CELL PHONE NO

E-MAIL ADDRESS

SIGNATURE

DATE

REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE PUBLIC MEETING

\PUBLIC MEETING REGISTRATION
Please indicate you preference (please tick in  the appropriate box)

DATE TIME VENUE YES NO

13 October 2016 17h00 Dan Sandi Community Hall

If you cannot attend any one of the Public Meeting, kindly indicate if you would like to receive a copy of the Minutes? (Please
mark appropriate box with an X.)

YES NO

Please invite the following colleagues/friends/neighbours to the Public Meetings (please provide contact details)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Please Note: The information provided by the in this BID and Comment Sheet (i.e. I&APs Registration Sheet) is intended to
convey information concerning the project and to obtain any issues of concern or information that may assist us in generating
a more accurate assessment of impacts relating to the proposed project, and will be included in subsequent reports for
submission to the authorities.

In keeping with the objects of the Promotion of Access to Information Act 2 of 2000, your attention is drawn to the following:
 The personal information (contact details) which is provided in this Comment Sheet will not be disclosed to any third party

(aside from the project proponent and / or regulating authorities) except in the event where Zitholele is legally required to
do so. By completing, signing and submitting this Comment Sheet you provide consent as an adult over 18 to make use
of the information provided and to contact you in future regarding any further development on this proposed project.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION (Page 2 of 2)


